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1. Korean Nuclear Deal Offers “Modest First Step,” Clinton Says (02-29-2012) 
 

Washington — North Korea’s agreement to implement a moratorium on its uranium enrichment 

and nuclear activities and allow inspectors from the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to 

verify the suspension is ―a modest first step in the right direction,‖ Secretary of State Hillary 

Rodham Clinton told U.S. lawmakers. 

 

The secretary was speaking February 29 before a hearing of the House Appropriations 

Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations and Related Programs. 

 

Clinton reported that North Korea had agreed to implement a moratorium on its long-range missile 

launches, nuclear tests and nuclear activities at the Yongbyon nuclear facility, including its uranium 

enrichment activities. In addition, she said it had agreed to allow IAEA inspectors to verify and 

monitor the moratorium on its Yongbyon uranium enrichment activities and confirm the 

disablement of its five-megawatt nuclear reactor and associated facilities.  

 

Separately, U.S. and North Korean negotiators also agreed to resolve a long impasse on U.S. food 

assistance to North Korea by implementing strict verification measures to ensure that the U.S. 

assistance will reach those most in need of it. 

 

―We … have agreed to meet with the North to finalize administrative details necessary to move 

forward with a proposed package of 240,000 metric tons of nutritional assistance, along with the 

intensive monitoring required for the delivery of such assistance,‖ Clinton said. 
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In a February 29 statement, State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said delegations from 

North Korea and the United States had met in Beijing February 23–24 and that a number of points 

had resulted from their discussions. 

 

During the talks, the United States reaffirmed that it ―does not have hostile intent‖ toward North 

Korea and that it is prepared to take steps to improve relations ―in the spirit of mutual respect for 

sovereignty and equality.‖ 

 

The Obama administration is also prepared to take steps to increase people-to-people exchanges 

with Pyongyang in areas such as culture, education and sports, Nuland said. 

 

The United States also reaffirmed that it is committed to the September 19, 2005, joint statement 

and its core goal: the verifiable elimination of nuclear programs from the Korean Peninsula. 

 

A senior State Department official who asked not to be identified told reporters in a February 29 

conference call that North Korea had agreed to ―reversible‖ steps concerning its nuclear activities, 

but expressed hope that the deal would begin the process of ―walking back‖ a number of 

provocative actions it has taken in recent years, including nuclear and ballistic missile tests and 

attacks on neighboring South Korea. 

 

―This agreement opens the door to serious negotiations to achieve irreversible steps by North Korea 

toward denuclearization and to meeting their other commitments and international obligations,‖ the 

official said. 

 

Talks between North Korea and its partners in the Six-Party Talks — South Korea, Japan, China, 

Russia and the United States — have been on hold since 2009, and the senior official said the 

United States has repeatedly stated that it is ―not interested in talks just for the sake and form of 

talks.‖ 

 

President Obama has consistently signaled to North Korea that ―we will respond positively if North 

Korea chooses the path of negotiation, cooperation and denuclearization,‖ the official said.  

 

―We've made it clear to them if they go down the path of peace, engagement and meeting the 

concerns of the international community, they can have a very different future. They can be lashed 

up with the international community in a positive way that can be of benefit to them,‖ the official 

said. 

 

The official said the Obama administration plans to work with the other members in an effort to ―set 

the stage for real and lasting progress‖ and determine in advance what will be up for negotiation.  

 

―We need to make sure that we have a winning strategy for not simply sitting down at the table at 

the Diaoyutai Guesthouse in Beijing, but being able to stand up from the table with something 

meaningful and something lasting, a process that can deal with the concerns that all of us have with 

regard to North Korea,‖ the official said. 

 

 VERIFICATIONS TO ENSURE U.S. FOOD AID REACHES THE NEEDIEST 

 

The United States and North Korea have also been discussing the terms under which Washington 

would provide nutritional assistance to help North Koreans who continue to face chronic food 

shortages.  
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The decision to provide humanitarian assistance anywhere in the world is based on three factors: the 

level of need in a given country, competing needs in other countries and the ability to ensure that 

aid reliably is reaching people in need. Multiple needs assessments by the U.S. government, the 

World Food Programme and nongovernmental organizations determined that a targeted nutritional 

aid program is warranted in North Korea.  

 

A second senior State Department/USAID official said details on the provision of the 240,000 

metric tons of aid need to be finalized, but when in place it will be the ―most comprehensively 

monitored and managed program‖ since U.S. food aid to North Korea began in the mid 1990s. 

 

The official said there would be a regular delivery of about 20,000 tons per month over the period 

of 12 months of food aid considered appropriate for young children, pregnant women, the elderly 

and others facing acute malnutrition. The assistance will include a corn-soy blend, vegetable oil, 

pulses and ready-to-use therapeutic foods designed to meet the specific nutritional needs of these 

groups. 

 

The official said the United States and North Korean representatives have agreed to meet to finalize 

the details of the nutritional assistance program. 

 

―There are no plans to delay. We're ready to go,‖ the official said. 

 

State Department on U.S.–North Korea Bilateral Talks (02-29-2012) 

 

 

2. Clinton, Congress Begin Debate on Foreign Affairs Budget (02-29-2012) 
 

Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton is making all the stops in the U.S. 

Capitol February 28–29 to win congressional support for a foreign affairs budget of more than $50 

billion for the fiscal year that begins October 1. 

 

The lengthy congressional budget process requires that Clinton — and heads of all other Cabinet 

agencies — appear before committees with oversight of their activities to present their funding 

priorities, and to receive comment and questions from members of Congress. Over the two days, 

Clinton has appeared before the appropriations committees of both the U.S. House of 

Representatives and the Senate, and the committees concerned with international activities in each 

body. 

 

The Obama administration has presented a $51.6 billion budget proposal to the Congress to fund all 

State Department activities around the world, including operations of the embassies, engagement 

with international and regional organizations and delivery of humanitarian and development 

assistance. 

 

Appearing before the House of Representatives Appropriations Subcommittee on State, Foreign 

Operations and Related Activities, Clinton opened her remarks with a sign of incremental 

diplomatic progress, describing the February 29 announcement of a moratorium on missile launches 

and nuclear activities to emerge from a round of talks between the United States and North Korea. 

The unexpected announcement served as an appropriate introduction to Clinton’s prepared remarks. 

―You have seen the world transforming right before your eyes,‖ Clinton said, referring to dramatic 

political change in the Arab world, the spread of al-Qaida’s influence, the disengagement of U.S. 

troops overseas, and other recent, significant world events. ―We are updating diplomacy and 

development for the 21st century,‖ she said. 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/02/201202291425.html?distid=ucs#axzz1nqu4MkaZ
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The secretary of state outlined the Obama administration’s five main priorities for foreign policy in 

the coming year. Sustaining support for the national security missions in Iraq, Afghanistan and 

Pakistan topped the list. Those costs remain high in relation to many other government programs, 

but Clinton pointed out that they are on the way down, ―$40 billion less than it was just two years 

ago.‖ 

 

Strengthening relationships and institutions in the Asia-Pacific region was the next priority cited by 

Clinton, engaging in ―forward-deployed diplomacy‖ to demonstrate that ―America will remain a 

Pacific power.‖ 

 

The downfall of longstanding regimes and the emergence of new leaders across the Arab world also 

claim a reserved place on the Obama administration’s foreign policy priority list. Supporting the 

emergence of democratic change and effective institutions with sustained financial investment will 

be necessary to help these nations become thriving members of the international community, 

Clinton said. So the Obama administration seeks creation of a specially designated fund of $770 

million to respond to rapid change in the region 

 

―This budget request would also allow us to help the Syrian people survive a brutal assault and plan 

for a future without Assad,‖ Clinton said. ―It continues our assistance for civil society and Arab 

partners in Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia and elsewhere.‖ The secretary reminded the lawmakers of 

U.S. support for Russia and former Soviet satellite nations as they emerged into a new era in the 

1990s, saying the transition in the Arab world is an event of equal historic importance. 

 

―Economic statecraft‖ was the fourth priority outlined by Clinton, which she described as activity 

by embassies worldwide to support U.S. enterprises as they build economic relationships with 

governments and businesses in other countries. 

 

The placement of development issues on an equal plane with diplomacy and defense was the final 

priority on the Obama administration list that Clinton presented to the congressional committees. 

Investments in raising the quality of life in poor nations will serve the United States well in the 

future, Clinton said. ―Through the Global Health Initiative, through our Feed the Future Initiative, 

we are consolidating programs, increasing our partners’ capacity, shifting responsibilities to host 

countries, and making an impact in areas of health and hunger that will be a real credit to our 

country going forward.‖ 

 

Clinton made the trip to the U.S. Capitol this week at a time when the nation’s budget situation is a 

huge worry for many Americans, and many lawmakers have pledged to trim annual spending levels 

and reduce long-term debt. Mindful of those concerns, Clinton told lawmakers that this is not a time 

for the United States to withdraw from the world. ―Investments in American leadership did not 

cause our fiscal challenges, and retreating from the world will not solve them,‖ she said. 

 

Budget matters have been at the core of some bitter exchanges between Republican and Democratic 

lawmakers over the years, but that acrimonious tone did not surface during this week’s hearings. 

Though some congresspersons expressed disagreement with Obama administration foreign policy 

positions, they treated Clinton with respect and gratitude for her service, which since she took office 

has taken her across 700,000 miles to 95 countries. 

 

Representative Mike Rogers, a Republican lawmaker from Alabama, both complimented and 

congratulated the U.S. secretary of state. ―You've brought a lot of sanity to American foreign policy 

with your hard work,‖ he said. 
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3. Syrians Facing “Murder and Starvation,” Says State’s Brimmer (02-28-2012) 
 

By Stephen Kaufman  

Staff Writer  

  

Washington — A senior U.S. official says all nations should ―heed the call of conscience‖ in 

response to the Syrian government’s continued brutal suppression of its people, and should halt all 

support for Bashar al-Assad’s regime, including arms or material transfers and financial support. 

 

Speaking at an urgent debate of the U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva February 28, Esther 

Brimmer, the assistant secretary of state for international organization affairs, also urged the 

international community to back former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s efforts as the newly 

appointed U.N.–Arab League joint special envoy to Syria, and to support a plan put forward by the 

Arab League and endorsed by the U.N. General Assembly to end the violence. 

 

―Syrian women, men and children face murder and starvation at the hands of their own government, 

simply because they demand respect for the universal human rights this Council exists to protect 

and advance,‖ Brimmer told the session. 

 

―Let our nations demonstrate today that the world stands united with the people of Syria, for it is 

they who represent their country’s future, just as Assad and his murderous cohort represent its 

past,‖ she said. 

 

The Council’s urgent debate was requested by Turkey, Qatar, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. According 

to press reports, the four countries have drafted a resolution condemning Syria's "continued 

widespread and systematic violations," including using heavy artillery and tanks to attack 

residential areas. The text reportedly expresses concern at the lack of food, medicine and fuel in 

some areas, with a call for the Assad regime to allow relief agencies to deliver aid supplies to 

civilians, particularly in Homs, Deraa and Zabadani, which have been targeted by Syrian security 

forces. 

 

Brimmer said that, by deliberately bombarding populated cities and towns, the Assad regime has 

escalated its ―outrageous and ongoing crimes‖ against its people. She said that unless the killing 

stops and immediate humanitarian access is guaranteed, ―this despicable government will murder 

many more before this heinous chapter in Syria’s history is over.‖ 

 

On February 4, the U.N. Security Council failed to adopt a resolution backing the Arab League’s 

proposals for an end to the violence, for the release of political prisoners, and for Syrian leader 

Bashar al-Assad to delegate power to his vice president and allow the creation of a national 

government of unity. 

 

Brimmer said that although 13 members of the Security Council voted in support of the Arab 

League’s plan, ―indefensible vetoes by two permanent members gave Assad cover to accelerate his 

war on the Syrian people,‖ referring to Russia and China. 

 

―Bashar al-Assad must go. There must be a Syrian-led democratic political transition that meets the 

long-suppressed aspirations of the Syrian people,‖ she said. 

 

U.N. human rights chief Navi Pillay told the Human Rights Council that the situation inside Syria is 

―dire,‖ and that the Assad regime needs to declare an ―immediate humanitarian cease-fire,‖ 

according to press reports. 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/02/201202281387.html?distid=ucs#axzz1nqu4MkaZ
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/02/20120228113008su0.2832714.html?distid=ucs
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Pillay called for the situation in the country to be referred to the International Criminal Court, which 

has the authority to prosecute senior Syrian officials for alleged human rights violations and 

atrocities. 

 

According to Pillay, around 500 Syrian children have been killed since protests against the Assad 

regime began in March 2011, and 80 of those killings took place in January. Pillay noted that the 

human rights situation in the country ―has deteriorated significantly since November 2011." 

 

The Assad government ―has manifestly failed in its responsibility to protect the population; its 

forces have committed widespread, systematic and gross human rights violations, amounting to 

crimes against humanity, with the apparent knowledge and consent of the highest levels of the 

state," Pillay said. 

 

 

4. NATO Head Discusses Afghan Violence, Syria, Chicago Summit (02-28-2012) 
 

By Cheryl Pellerin 

American Forces Press Service 

 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28, 2012 – NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen took 

questions from reporters today about the recent violence in Afghanistan, NATO’s position on the 

Syrian uprising and the upcoming NATO summit. 

 

Rasmussen held a news conference during a NATO Allied Command Transformation seminar here, 

held to prepare for the NATO summit scheduled for May in Chicago. 

 

The secretary general condemned the killing of four U.S. military members by Afghans in violence 

that erupted in Afghanistan last week over the inadvertent burning of Quarans. 

 

―The very tragic events will not in any way affect the timeline of transition‖ for security from 

coalition to Afghan forces, he said. 

 

The violence, he added, does not represent the full picture of cooperation between International 

Security Assistance Forces and Afghan security forces. 

 

―I remind you that 130,000 ISAF troops work on a daily basis together with more than 300,000 

Afghan security forces, and the overall picture is of cooperation characterized by trust and 

confidence,‖ Rasmussen said. 

 

―It would actually fulfill the strongest wishes of the enemy,‖ he added, ―if they succeeded in 

dividing us from our partners in the Afghan security forces, and that will not happen.‖ 

 

Despite the tragedy of the incident and the challenges that lie ahead, the secretary general said, ―we 

must not lose sight of our goal –- a stable Afghanistan. That is in all of our interests and that must 

remain the focus of our shared efforts.‖ 

 

In Syria, 7,500 opponents of President Bashar al-Assad have been killed since a populist uprising 

against al-Assad began a year ago, the United Nations reported today. 

 

http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=67361
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At the press conference, Rasmussen responded to a question about the conflict in Syria, and why 

NATO was willing to help those in Libya, who opposed the 40-year rule of Muammar Qadhafi, but 

not the protesters in Syria. 

 

―NATO has no intention whatsoever to intervene in Syria,‖ the secretary general said. 

 

NATO strongly condemns the situation in Syria, he added, but ―the allies find that a regional 

solution to the problem in Syria is the best way forward. 

 

―In Libya we had a very clear United Nations mandate and we had active support from a number of 

countries in the region. None of these conditions are fulfilled in Syria,‖ he said. 

 

―I commend the Arab League for their efforts to find a solution,‖ he added. ―So far it’s not been 

successful, but I do believe countries in the region should engage actively in finding a solution.‖ 

 

At the Chicago summit in May, NATO will follow up on major decisions made at the Lisbon 

summit in November 2010, including the commitment to an enduring partnership with Afghanistan, 

Rasmussen said, and ―how to sustain the operations of today and face future challenges … by 

continuing to strengthen our core capabilities and transform our forces.‖ 

 

The key to a stronger future alliance, he added, is ―smart defense,‖ a concept that encourages allies 

to cooperate to develop, acquire and maintain military capabilities in accordance with the NATO 

strategic concept for 2020. 

 

―Smart defense is about prioritization, specialization and cooperation,‖ Rasmussen said. 

 

―We all know that it will be increasingly difficult for individual allies to acquire expensive military 

equipment on their own,‖ he added, ―but by pooling and sharing resources by multinational 

cooperation and helping each other, they can better afford investments in the necessary military 

capabilities.‖ 

 

The secretary general said he expects NATO to adopt a defense and deterrence posture review at the 

summit that will include nuclear policies. 

 

―The essence of that document will be to find the appropriate mix between nuclear forces, 

conventional forces and missile defense,‖ he said. 

 

Also in Chicago, ―I expect all our allies to commit to long-term goals for the capabilities we need 

and for reinforcing the connection between our forces,‖ Rasmussen said. 

 

―I expect them to back up that mission with concrete targets so that in a fast-changing world we can 

do better with what we have and stay lean, but strong,‖ he said. 

  

Biographies: 

Anders Fogh Rasmussen 
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Related Articles: 
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5. Clinton Says the World Cannot Let the Syrian People down (02-24-2012) 
 

By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. 

Staff Writer   

 

Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton told an international conference that the 

escalating violence of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s regime against its people is an affront to 

the international community, a threat to regional security and a grave violation of universal human 

rights.  

 

―The Assad regime has ignored every warning, squandered every opportunity and broken every 

agreement,‖ Clinton said at the Friends of Syria conference February 24 in Tunis, Tunisia. 

 

―Here in Tunis, the international community is speaking with one voice, as we did in the U.N. 

General Assembly last week, that the Assad regime’s brutal assault must stop and a democratic 

transition must begin,‖ she added. ―The people of Syria are looking to us in their hour of need. We 

cannot let them down.‖ 

 

The Friends of Syria group endorsed core principles that demand that the Syrian government 

immediately halt all attacks against civilians; guarantee the freedom of peaceful demonstrations; 

release all arbitrarily detained citizens; return its military and security forces to their barracks; and 

allow full and unhindered access for monitors, humanitarian workers and journalists.  

 

―We call for a negotiated political solution to this crisis and an inclusive democratic transition to 

address the legitimate aspirations of Syria’s people in an environment free from violence, fear, 

intimidation and extremism,‖ Clinton told the conference in prepared remarks. 

 

The United States is immediately providing $10 million ―to quickly scale up humanitarian efforts, 

including support for refugees,‖ Clinton told the conference. The funds will be used to support 

makeshift medical facilities, train emergency medical staff and provide clean water, food, blankets, 

heaters and hygiene kits to Syrian civilians. The United States will provide more assistance in the 

coming days, Clinton added. 

 

 ―If the Assad regime refuses to allow this lifesaving aid to reach civilians, it will have even more 

blood on its hands,‖ Clinton said.  

 

But Clinton also said that the Assad regime will pay a heavy cost for ignoring the will of the 

international community and violating the human rights of the Syrian people.  

 

The International Committee of the Red Cross announced February 24 that evacuation of the 

wounded, the sick and women and children from Homs, Syria, has begun. Homs has been under 

attack for at least 21 consecutive days.  

 

The United States views the Syrian National Council, an exiled opposition group, as a leading 

legitimate representative of Syrians seeking peaceful democratic change and as an effective 

representative for the Syrian people with other governments and international organizations, Clinton 

said.  

 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2012/02/201202241323.html?distid=ucs#axzz1nf9lYjCa
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She said that the Friends of Syria are also committed to the sovereignty, independence, national 

unity and territorial integrity of Syria. And she said that the Friends group should take action along 

three lines to support the Syrian people: provide emergency humanitarian relief, ratchet up pressure 

on the Assad regime and prepare the country for a democratic transition.  

 

Diplomatic delegations from more than 60 nations and international organizations convened in 

Tunis with the aim of convincing the Assad regime to halt the violence that has gone unchecked for 

11 months amid civil protests against the government.  

 

On February 23, former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan was appointed as the joint United 

Nations–Arab League envoy on the Syrian crisis. ―I look forward to having the full cooperation of 

all relevant parties and stakeholders in support of this united and determined effort by the United 

Nations and the Arab League to help bring an end to the violence and human rights abuses, and 

promote a peaceful solution to the Syrian crisis,‖ Annan said in a press statement on February 24. 

 

According to estimates by the United Nations, more than 5,400 people have been killed in the 

nearly year-old uprising. However, fresh estimates after January have not been available because 

U.N. monitors have been unable to independently verify casualty reports. 

 

 

6. Agreement at Conclusion of Friends of Syrian People Conference (02-24-2012) 
 

Chairman’s Conclusions of the International Conference of the Group of Friends of the Syrian 

People, 24 February 

 

1.  The first meeting of the Group of Friends of the Syrian People (―the Friends’ Group‖), was held 

in Tunis on 24 February 2012, with the participation of more than 60 countries and representatives 

from the United Nations, the League of Arab States, the European Union, the Organisation of 

Islamic Cooperation, the Arab Maghreb Union and the Cooperation Council for the Arab Gulf 

States to discuss the worsening situation in Syria.  

 

2.  The Friends’ Group reaffirmed its firm commitment to the sovereignty, independence, national 

unity and territorial integrity of Syria. It expressed strong condemnation of the Syrian regime’s 

ongoing, widespread, and systematic human rights violations, including: the indiscriminate use of 

force against civilians; the killing and persecution of peaceful protestors; and sexual violence and 

ill-treatment of thousands of detainees, including children. The Syrian regime’s brutal actions over 

the past eleven months have led to the death of thousands of innocent civilians, caused widespread 

destruction, forced tens of thousands of Syrians to flee their homes, and created widespread 

suffering among the Syrian people. Journalists portraying the truth about what is happening in Syria 

have paid with their lives.  The Group viewed the regime’s use of heavy artillery and tanks to attack 

residential areas of cities and towns as particularly reprehensible. The atrocities committed, as the 

UN Independent Commission of Inquiry has said, amount in some cases to crimes against 

humanity. 

 

3.  The Friends’ Group affirmed its goal of a political solution to this crisis that meets the 

aspirations of the Syrian people for dignity, freedom, peace, reform, democracy, prosperity and 

stability. The Friends’ Group recognized that this solution should address the concern of all citizens 

of Syria, regardless of their religion or ethnicity.  It expressed its strongest possible concern about 

the situation in Syria and called for the following steps to be taken as a matter of urgency: 

 

http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2012/02/20120225093815su0.1888478.html?distid=ucs#axzz1nf9lYjCa
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Support for the League of Arab States 

 

4.  The Friends’ Group commended the League of Arab States for their leadership on this issue and 

welcomed the League’s actions and proposals to achieve a peaceful resolution of the crisis. It 

underlined the need for an immediate end to all violence and for the full implementation of the 

decisions and resolutions of the League of Arab States on the situation in Syria, notably resolutions 

7444 of 22 January 2012 and 7446 of 12 February 2012, that, inter alia, call for the Syrian 

government to:  

 

• Cease all violence and protect its population; 

 

• Release all persons arbitrarily detained due to the recent incidents; 

 

• Withdraw all Syrian military and armed forces from cities and towns, and return them to their 

original home barracks; 

 

• Guarantee the freedom of peaceful demonstrations; and 

 

• Allow full and unhindered access and movement for all relevant League of Arab States’ 

institutions and Arab and international media in all parts of Syria to determine the truth 

about the situation on the ground and monitor the incidents taking place. 

 

The Friends’ Group noted the Arab League’s request to the United Nations Security Council to 

issue a resolution to form a joint Arab-UN peacekeeping force following a cessation of violence by 

the regime as outlined above and agreed to continue discussions on the appropriate conditions for 

the deployment of such a force. 

 

Political Transition 

 

5.  The Friends’ Group called for an inclusive Syrian-led political process conducted in an 

environment free from violence, fear, intimidation and extremism and aimed at addressing the 

legitimate aspirations and concerns of Syria's people.  The Friends’ Group noted that the Syrian 

government's effort to impose unilaterally a set of political steps labeled as reforms would not 

resolve the crisis. 

 

6.  In this regard, the Friends’ Group set out its full support for the League of Arab States’ initiative 

to facilitate a political transition leading to a democratic, plural political system in which citizens 

enjoy equal rights regardless of their affiliations or ethnicities, beliefs or gender, including through 

commencing a serious political dialogue between the Syrian government and the Syrian opposition 

aimed at: 

 

• Formation of a national unity government; 

 

• Delegation by the President of Syria of his full authority to his First Deputy to cooperate fully 

with the national unity government in order to empower it to perform its duties in the 

transitional period; and 

 

• Transparent and free elections under Arab and international supervision. 

 

7.  In this regard, the Friends’ Group welcomed the appointment of Kofi Annan as the Joint Special 

Envoy of the United Nations and the League of Arab States on the Syria Crisis. 



February 29, 2012 

 11 
P.O. Box 309, 814 99 Bratislava, phone: 02/5922-3272, fax:02/5441-8862 

e-mail: ARC_Brat@state.gov, http://slovakia.usembassy.gov  

 

Accountability for Regime Actions 

 

8.  The Friends’ Group expressed disappointment that the United Nations Security Council had thus 

far been blocked from responding to the League of Arab States’ repeated appeals for support and 

for its plan to end the violence in Syria. The Friends’ Group calls on the Security Council to work 

with the League of Arab States and other interested parties to take effective action against the 

Syrian regime’ gross human rights violations, and to bring about an end to the violence against 

civilians.  The Group underlined the need to end impunity and to hold those responsible for 

perpetrating crimes against the Syrian people to account.  

 

9.  The Friends’ Group welcomed the adoption by the UN General Assembly on 16 February of 

resolution 66/253 which strongly condemned the repression in Syria and demanded that the Syrian 

regime implement the Plan of Action of the Arab League of 2 November, and its decisions of 22 

January and 12 February without delay. In view of the significant support for this resolution, the 

Group called for the United Nations Security Council to fulfill its responsibilities on Syria by 

returning to this issue as soon as possible. The Group also welcomed the continued involvement of 

the Human Rights Council and called on the Syrian regime to cooperate fully with the independent 

Commission of Inquiry. It welcomed the report of the Independent International Commission of 

Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic of 22 February 2012. 

 

10.  The Friends’ Group set out its determination to continue to take relevant political, diplomatic 

and economic measures to press the Syrian regime to stop all acts of violence and to prevent the 

regime from generating further instability in the region. In this regard, participants committed to 

take steps to apply and enforce restrictions and sanctions on the regime and its supporters as a clear 

message to the Syrian regime that it cannot attack civilians with impunity. These should include: 

 

• Travel bans on members of the regime; 

 

• Freezing their assets;  

 

• Ceasing the purchase of Syrian hydrocarbon products; 

 

• Ceasing infrastructure investment in, and financial services relating to, Syria; 

 

• To reduce diplomatic ties with the Syrian regime; and 

 

• Preventing the shipment of arms and related materials to the Syrian regime; and studying 

means of restricting the Syrian regime's access to fuel and other supplies used for military 

purposes. 

 

 

Support for the Opposition 

 

11.  The Friends’ Group commended the courage and determination of Syrians on the ground, who 

are the vanguard of the Syrian people seeking freedom and dignity.  In this context, it also praised 

the work of the Syrian National Council (SNC) to form a broad and inclusive body and encouraged 

them to continue these efforts. 

 

12.  To this end, the Friends’ Group recognized the Syrian National Council as a legitimate 

representative of Syrians seeking peaceful democratic change. The Group agreed to increase its 
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engagement with and practical support for the Syrian opposition. The Friends’ Group encouraged 

the Syrian National Council to pursue its actions in a spirit of unity and to support the vision of an 

inclusive, prosperous and free Syria that protects its citizens and generates stability in the region, 

and where all citizens enjoy equal rights.  

 

13.  The Friends’ Group called on the Arab League to convene a meeting around the Syrian 

National Council with a range of opposition groups and individuals, including those inside Syria, 

committed to a peaceful political transition, in order for them to agree on: 

 

• A representative coordination mechanism for working together before, during and after a 

transition period; 

 

• A clear statement of shared principles for a transition in Syria, according to relevant 

covenants and resolutions of the United Nations regarding human, social and political rights, 

as well as a commitment to a civil, representative future government that safeguards the 

rights of minorities. 

 

Humanitarian Assistance 

 

14.  The Friends’ Group expressed its strong concern about the humanitarian situation in Syria, 

including the lack of access to basic food, medicine and fuel, as well as threats and acts of violence 

to medical staff, patients and facilities, in some areas. It reiterated the need urgently to address 

humanitarian needs, and to facilitate effective delivery of assistance and to ensure safe access to 

medical treatment. The Friends’ Group called on the Syrian government immediately to cease all 

violence and to allow free and unimpeded access by the UN and humanitarian agencies to carry out 

a full assessment of needs in Homs and other areas. It demanded that the Syrian regime 

immediately permit humanitarian agencies to deliver vital relief goods and services to civilians 

affected by the violence, especially in Homs, Deraa, Zabadani and other areas under siege by the 

Syrian security forces.  The Friends’ Group agreed that, if the Syrian regime stopped its assault on 

civilian areas and permitted access, it would deliver humanitarian supplies immediately.  The 

Friends’ Group also noted the serious and growing burden carried by Syria’s neighbors in hosting 

refugees from Syria and committed to provide appropriate support and assistance in this regard. 

 

15.  To this end, the Friends’ Group welcomed the United Nations’ efforts to coordinate the 

humanitarian response, including funding, under the leadership of the Emergency Relief 

Coordinator. The Group welcomed the Emergency Relief Coordinator's intention to visit Syria to 

engage with all parties to allow impartial access for humanitarian assistance.  The Group also 

supported the establishment by international humanitarian agencies of Humanitarian Operational 

Hubs in neighboring countries.  It welcomed the creation of the Syria Humanitarian Forum and 

pledged support to the body in its role as a working group to coordinate international assistance.  It 

reinforced the importance of maintaining a clear distinction between the humanitarian response and 

the ongoing political negotiations. 

 

16.  The Friends’ Group also declared its firm commitment to contribute substantially to rebuilding 

Syria in the process of transition and to support the future economic recovery of the country. To this 

end, the Group decided to create a working group on economic recovery and development. 

 

17.  The Friends’ Group expressed their thanks and appreciation to Tunisia for hosting this 

international conference. The Group agreed to meet again in Turkey in the near future. The Group 

also agreed that the following meeting would be hosted by France. 

 


